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assaults should be soundly flogged. It would be a good
thing, too, as was suggested by one of the morning paer,
to levy a sort of blood tax upon the inhabitants of the

district in which such outrages take place. A vigilance
committee would doubtless be formed and very soon the

Hooligan would find the district too hot to hold him. But

though no mercy should be shown to the full-blown Hooligan
the tender shoot of the same plant should be treated with
consideration. The growing boy in London is beset with

temptations of every kind, and, despite the enormous sums
wasted by the school board in giving an education which
they were never meant to give, there are far too many
truants. Neither are parents blameless in the matter. As

was well shown, however, by a correspondent of the Times of
Oct. 15th, it is the fatuous way in which the school board
selects cases for prosecution for non-attendance which feeds
the criminal classes. Mr. C. H. Eliot, the writer of the

etter, puts the case very clearly as follows :-
" For instance, guided solely by the registered attendance,

the board will apply for a summons against the widow whose
eldest son has left school a few weeks too soon, to take

advantage of a promising opening and help his mother ;
while the young gamin of 11 who is fast learning the life of
the streets escapes for months, and often altogether. Here is
the reason. The boy who catches the infectious wandering
instinct so common among London boys begins by staying
out late at night ; then he is away from home all night ;
next, after an interval of regular school attendance (he is a
sharp lad), he is out for three nights ; then, after another
interval, a week ; then a fortnight. During all this time his
attendance is but little below the average demanded, and no
inquiry is made. So he will go on for months, and then
perhaps he is convicted of stealing. All the time he has been
an associate of thieves and o becomes one himself. The
school board has never found it out, because his average
attendance was good enough. But all the time he is a
criminal in the making, and it is obviously better that the
law should be enforced against him and his parents than
against the respectable son of the widow who leaves to help
his mother."

Prevention is better than cure: by all means let the
murderous rough meet with due punishment, but let us do
what can be done to stop him in the making. It is fair to
add that a letter appears in the Times of Oct. 18th from Sir
C. A. Elliott directly traversing llr. C. H. Eliot’s state-

ments.

POST-OPERATIVE H&AElig;MATEMESIS.

THE Boston Medical and Surgical J01trnal of Sept. 27th
contains an important paper by Dr. K. Winslow on this

obscure subject. Post-operative bsematemesis is not described
in the text-books and is scarcely recognised in surgical
literature. In his lectures on the Surgery of the Stomach
Mr. Mayo Robson alludes to the subject. He states that
he has observed ha3matemesis after operation in cases of
intestinal obstruction and tuberculous peritonitis, and after
cholecystotomy, choledochotomy, herniotomy, ovariotomy,
and simple exploratory laparotomy. Two cases were fatal.
In one case cholecystotomy was performed under cocaine for
cancer of the common bile duct. Violent hsomatemesis set
in on the day after operation and proved fatal in three

days. At the necropsy nothing was found in the stomach
to account for the bleeding. Dr. Winslow relates the

following case. A very stout woman, aged about 65 years,
had for many years an umbilical hernia as large as an

infant’s head. Vomiting and colic occurred, which lasted
six hours. Unsuccessful attempts at reduction were made

by taxis and ice-bags. Under ether an elliptical incision

dividing all the structures in the abdominal wall down to
the peritoneum was made, according to the method of
Condemin. The peritoneum was opened on the left side
and the finger was introduced into the hernial ring from the
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abdominal cavity. The sac was completely divided from
within by a transverse incision through all the tissues.
The contents-the transverse colon, the small intestine, and
the omentum-were exposed. There were many adhesions
which were readily separated. A small portion of the
omentum was ligatured and removed. The whole sac

was excised. The wound was approximated with dim-

culty and was closed by interrupted silkworm-gut sutures

passed through all the layers of the abdominal wall.
The operation occupied a little over an hour and the

patient rallied well. Some vomiting followed but progress
was satisfactory. The temperature rofe a degree on

the second day, but fell to 990 F. on the third. In the

evening the patient began to vomit. The nurse noticed for

the first time that dark fluid was coming up. About midnight
the patient vomited an enormous quantity of dark blood and
then suddenly died. At the necropsy much dark clotted

blood was found in the stomach and intestines, but no lesion
was discovered. There was no evidence of infection. The
wound had healed by first intention. A typical instance
of post-operative hmmatemesis is recorded in this issue of
THE LANCET by Mr. Mansell Moullin. A young man, aged
23 years, died from hsmatemesis within 48 hours after a
small incision into the left iliac fossa. The cause of post-
opeatrive haematemesis is unknown. Vomiting after the

anesthetic will not account for it, for it has occurred in
cases where such vomiting was absent. Eiselberg, however,
seems to have established some connexion between it and

injury of the omentum. In six cases observed by him the
omentum was ligatured. In an experiment on an animal
multiple haemorrhages into the stomach followed twisting of
the omentum. But Rodman failed to get this result in four
experiment. He believes that sepsis is the cause of the

basmatemesis, since sepsis favours disintegration of red cor-
puscles and the gastric mucous membrane is specially liable
to congestions. As to treatment, Mr. Mayo Robson recom-
mends free purgation with calomel and rectal feeding. He
has not ventured to eperate became the indications were
not clear and the patients were not, as a rule, fit to bear a
second operation. 

-

FATIGUE PRODUCTS.

THE eatirg of "high" game is undoubtedly attended
with risks and the poisonous effects are probably due to the
toxins produced in the earlier stages of the putrefactive
process. The advantage, of course, of hanging game is that
the flesh becomes tender and decidedly more digestible than
when it is quite fresh. The ripening process, however, may
mean the elaboration of toxins. It has been stated that the

production of the characteristic flavours of game is related

directly to the amount of sulphuretted hydrogen or sulphur-
alcohol set free, but it is rather repulsive to think that the
delicate flavour of game is dependent upon that invariable
product of decomposition of rotten eggs-sulphuretted
hydrogen. The smell evolved during cooking of "high"
game is even more disgusting. It is a curious fact, however,
that game can be made to look " ripe " and green by
injecting into the fresh flesh potassium sulphide. The

poisonous properties of high game are probably not due to
such simple putrefactive products but rather to very complfx
bodies possibly of the nature of alkaloids. Fresh game, how-

ever, sometimes sets up mysterious poisonous symptoms
which have been attiibuted to the fact of the game having
been over-hunted and fatigued. Fatigue products indeed
have been separated from over-hunted game which, when
injected into a healthy animal, have produced marked

poisonous effects. There is no doubt that fatigue pro-
ducts under certain circumstances are aleo elaborated in the
human body and give rise to a species of selt-poisoning,
characteristic symptoms of which are headache, stnpor,
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and gastric and intestinal pains. The flesh of over-driven

cattle may prove poisonous from the same cause. Liebig,
for example, mentioned a case in which the flesh of a

roebuck, which had struggled violently after having been
caught in a snare, gave rise to symptoms of poisoning when
partaken of. Again, fatal results ensued when pigs were fed
upon the flesh of a horse which had died during its struggles
when being broken in. This curious formation of poisonous
p-oducts in the flesh of animals through a state of terror or
exhaustion is a question well worth considering in relation
to the wholesomeness of animal foods and emphasises the
importance of slaying animals intended for food in the most
humane way and without inducing terror or fatigue.

THE ALVARENGA PRIZE OF THE COLLEGE OF
PHYSICIANS OF PHILADELPHIA.

THE College of Physicians of Philadelphia announce that
the next award of the Alvarenga Prize, being the income for
one year of the bequest of the late Senor Alvarenga and
amounting to about 180 dollars, will be made on July 14th,
1901, provided that an essay deemed by the committee of
award to be worthy of the prize shall have been offered.

Essays intended for competition may be upon any subject
in medicine, but must not have been published and must
be received by the secretary of the College on or before

May lst, 1901. Each essay must also be sent without
signature, be plainly marked with a motto, and be accom-
panied by a sealed envelope having on its outside the motto
of the, paper and within the name and address of the author.
It is a condition of competition that the successful essay or
a copy of it shall remain in the possession of the College ;
other essays will be returned upon application within three
months after the award. The Alvarenga Prize for 1900 has
been awarded to Dr. David De Beck of Cincinnati, Ohio, for
his essay entitled " Malarial Diseases of the Eye."

THE GENERAL ELECTION.

THE General Election has now (with one exception)
decided who are and who are not to represent the country
in Parliament, and we have to congratulate the following
members of our profession upon their election :-R.

Ambrose, L.R.C.P. &, S. Edin. (Mayo West) ; John Dillon,
L.R.C.S.Irel. (Mayo East) ; Sir R. B. Finlay, Q.C., who
was at one time a medical practitioner (Inverness Burghs) ;
R. Farquharson, M.D. Edin. (Aberdeenshire) ; Sir M. Foster,
K.C.B., M.D. Lond. (London University) ; Sir W. Foster,
M.D. Erlang., F.R.C.P. Lond. (Derbyshire, Ilkeston) ;
F. Rutherford Harris, L.R.C.S. Edin. (Monmouth District) ;
M. A. MacDonnell, M.D. R.U.I. (Queen’s Co., Leix) ;
R. J. Price, M.R.C.S. Eng., who, like Sir R. B. Finlay, long
since deserted the profession of medicine for that of the law
(Norfolk East) ; G
(Mid Cork); and Sir J. Batty Tuke, M.D. Edin. (Edinburgh
and St. Andrews Universities). With the exception
of Mr. Rutherford Harris, whose connexion with the
British South Africa Company is well known, all
these gentlemen were members of the preceding
House of Commons. Sir Charles Cameron, we regret,
did not seek re-election at the hands of his Glasgow
constituents. The following medical candidates were

defeated: G. B. Clark, M.D., F.R.C.S. Edin. ; J. Court,
L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S. Eng.; A. Conan Doyle, M.D. Edin.,
J. F. Fox, M.D. Univ. Cincinnati, F.R.C.P. Kingston,
Canada ; A. P. Hillier, M.D. Edin. ; J. King Kerr,
M.D. R,U.I.; Chas. O’Neill, M.D. R.U.I.; V. H. Ruther-
ford, M.B. Cantab., L.R.C.P. & S. Edin. ; E. C. Thompson,
M.B. T.C.D., F.R C,S. Irel., and Sir George Pilkington,
M.R.C.S. Eng., L.S.A. Of these Dr. Clark, Dr. Fox, and

Sir George Pilkington sought re-election. Mr. Marshall

Hall, Q.C., who has been returned for the Southport
division of Lancashire, defeating Sir G. Pilkington, is a

son of the late Dr. Alfred Hall of Brighton who attended
the late Mr. Wakley, M.P., the Founder of THE LANCET.

BACTERIOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS AND ITS RESULTS.

THE Islington Vestry has set a good example to other
vestries in offering to examine the sputum and blood of

persons suspected to be suffering from diphtheria, phthisis,
and enteric fever. In the second quarter of this year in 57
instances medical practitioners availed themselves of this

valuable offer. The results are interesting. In regard to
diphtheria 19 examinations were made, of which eight
resulted in a positive diagnosis and 11 in a negative ; in

regard to enteric fever, the blood of 21 persons was

examined, in four cases it gave positive results and in

17 negative ; in regard to phthisis, the sputum was examined
in 17 instances and the bacilli were discovered in only
seven specimens. The medical officer of health gives the
figures of the Jenner Institute for each of these diseases
in the examinations since 1898. Of 171 cases suspected of
diphtheria the results were negative in 95. Of 161 cases of

supposed enteric fever 93 were negative ; of 127 cases

examined for tubercle 70 were negative. The public pro-
vision made by the Islington Vestry follows logically from
the Notification and Isolation Acts and will be much

appreciated by the profession until bacteriological work is

simplified. -

AT the funeral of the late Mr. J. F. France, formerly
ophthalmic surgeon to Guy’s Hospital, whose death we
announced last week, the Royal Medical Benevolent College
was represented by Dr. C. Holman, the treasurer, and Mr.
J. Bernard Lamb, the secretary, while the Royal Asylum of
St. Anne’s Society was represented by Captain R. H. Evans,
the secretary. The late Mr. France founded nine perpetual
presentations for female orphans of medical men, these

presentations being held as foundation scholarships at the
school of St. Anne’s Society, the election of the founda-
tioners being entrusted by deed to the Council of Epsom
College. 

--

THE first meeting of the session 1900-1901 of the Odonto-
logical Society of Great Britain will be held at 20, Hanover-
square, W., on Monday, Oct. 22nd, when the President,
Mr. John Ackery, will deliver his inaugural address. The
chair will be taken at 8 P.M. Casual communications will

be given by Mr. Walter Harrison, on Abnormal Roots ; Mr.
Sim Wallace, on Twisted Roots; and Mr. W. A. Rhodes, on
the Mechanical Treatment of Superior Protrusion. Mr. A. E.
Baker will show and present to the museum some interesting
old operating instruments. -

THE death is announced, at the age of 61 years, of Dr.
David Young, formerly resident in the Via Venti Settembre,
Rome. The deceased was M. D. of the University of Aberdeen

and a Fellow of the University of Bombay and also Examiner
in Midwifery. For some years he was, in addition, Professor

. of Botany at Grant Medical Oollege. He was the author
of a work upon Italian climatology called Rome in Winter

, and the Tuscan Hills in Summer."

, 
AT the opening meeting of the Cardiff Medical Society,

held on Oct. 12th, Dr. Edward Walford read his presidential
, 

address upon Reforms in the Procedure of Death Certifica-

, 
tion. Dr. W. G. Savage gave some interesting details of the

- methods which were adopted in the bacterioscopic examina-
, 

tions conducted in connexion with the fatal case of plague
which recently occurred in the Cardiff Sanatorium.

-

1 THE medical service in state at St. Paul’s Cathedral under


